Psalm and Readings Tuesday 11th May 2021

Psalm 126

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
‘The Lord has done great things for them.’
The Lord has done great things for us,
and we rejoiced.
Restore our fortunes, O Lord,
like the watercourses in the Negeb.
May those who sow in tears
reap with shouts of joy.
Those who go out weeping,
bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,
carrying their sheaves.

Deuteronomy 28:1-14

If you will only obey the Lord your God, by
diligently observing all his commandments that |
am commanding you today, the Lord your God
will set you high above all the nations of the
earth; all these blessings shall come upon you and
overtake you, if you obey the Lord your God:
Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall
you be in the field.

Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb, the fruit
of your ground, and the fruit of your livestock,
both the increase of your cattle and the issue of
your flock.

Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading-
bowl.

Blessed shall you be when you come in, and
blessed shall you be when you go out.

The Lord will cause your enemies who rise against
you to be defeated before you; they shall come
out against you one way, and flee before you
seven ways. The Lord will command the blessing
upon you in your barns, and in all that you
undertake; he will bless you in the land that

the Lord your God is giving you. The Lord will
establish you as his holy people, as he has sworn
to you, if you keep the commandments of

the Lord your God and walk in his ways. All the
peoples of the earth shall see that you are called
by the name of the Lord, and they shall be afraid
of you. The Lord will make you abound in
prosperity, in the fruit of your womb, in the fruit
of your livestock, and in the fruit of your ground
in the land that the Lord swore to your ancestors
to give you. The Lord will open for you his rich
storehouse, the heavens, to give the rain of your
land in its season and to bless all your
undertakings. You will lend to many nations, but
you will not borrow. The Lord will make you the
head, and not the tail; you shall be only at the
top, and not at the bottom—if you obey the
commandments of the Lord your God, which | am
commanding you today, by diligently observing
them, and if you do not turn aside from any of
the words that | am commanding you today,
either to the right or to the left, following other
gods to serve them.

1 Peter 4: 12-end

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal
that is taking place among you to test you, as
though something strange were happening to
you. But rejoice in so far as you are sharing
Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad
and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If
you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are
blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the
Spirit of God, is resting on you. But let none of
you suffer as a murderer, a thief, a criminal, or
even as a mischief-maker. Yet if any of you suffers
as a Christian, do not consider it a disgrace, but
glorify God because you bear this name. For the
time has come for judgement to begin with the
household of God; if it begins with us, what will



be the end for those who do not obey the gospel
of God? And
‘If it is hard for the righteous to be saved,

what will become of the ungodly and the
sinners?’
Therefore, let those suffering in accordance with
God’s will entrust themselves to a faithful
Creator, while continuing to do good.



